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Accessing Support at the University of Birmingham
Our mission is to provide support and guidance for disabled students, promoting a collaborative, inclusive learning experience.
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What evidence do I need to show that I have a specific learning difficulty (SpLD)?

Diagnostic assessment reports/evidence of SpLDs are  considered on a case- by-case basis.

Your assessment report must provide clear evidence of, and the rationale for, the identification of a specific learning difficulty (e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia), which accords with the definition of disability in Section 6 of the Equality Act 2010:

A person has a disability if they: 

(a) have a physical or mental impairment, and

(b) the impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

What constitutes evidence of a specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia?

A full diagnostic assessment, conducted by a qualified professional (educational psychologist or specialist teacher assessor), can confirm the existence of a specific learning difficulty. 

The evidence should demonstrate how the individual's difficulties meet the particular characteristics outlined in the recognised definition of, and diagnostic guidelines for the SpLD concerned. 

See the SpLD Assessment Standards Committee’s (SASC) Assessment Guidance relating to the identification of specific learning difficulties.  

  A JCQ/AA/LD (Joint Council for Qualifications Access Arrangements / Learning Difficulties)   Form 8 or JCQ/AA Form 9 is NOT SUFFICIENT to show that you  have a Specific Learning Difficulty, irrespective of the assessor’s qualifications.









You must provide:

Either

A full diagnostic assessment report completed in accordance with SASC guidelines, signed by a Chartered Educational Psychologist who holds a current  Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) certificate (or equivalent for assessments carried out overseas).

Or

A full diagnostic assessment report, which meets SASC guidelines, completed by a Specialist Teacher Assessor holding a current assessment practising certificate (APC). 

For further information about suitable tests, see: Test Lists reviewed by the SASC Test Evaluation Committee.

If you have dyspraxia/DCD (developmental co-ordination disorder) or ADHD which has been identified by a medical professional, you will need to provide documentation confirming the diagnosis and identifying how your SpLD is likely to impact on your performance (in the education setting) on a day- to- day basis.

What if I do not have the required evidence?

You are responsible for obtaining your full diagnostic assessment and meeting the cost. We would advise you to have the assessment before you come to university.

What reasonable adjustments might be available once I have provided the required evidence?

· 25% extra time in examinations and possibly the use of a computer. Candidates for A100/A101 (undergraduate Medicine) should note that extra time is only permissible in non-clinical exams.
· Disability-related extended deadlines for coursework (where appropriate). 

· Supervised rest breaks where needed.


What about the Disabled Students’ Allowances?

‘‘Home students’ (who have been ordinarily resident in the UK for 3 calendar years before the first day of the academic year) can apply for a Disabled Student’s Allowance (DSA) to cover some of the disability-related costs they may have whilst studying at university.

If you are applying for a Disabled Student's Allowance, your funding body (e.g. Student Finance England) will also need evidence to decide if you are eligible for funding. 

N.B. The evidence required by your funding body may not match what the University needs in order to make recommendations for reasonable adjustments.
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