
How to prepare for a Student Route visa
Workshop 1: Visa Documents

International Student Team (IST) 



Submitting Documents to IST

 The IST will review all documentation students are required to submit as part of their
visa application

 Each student will receive an email containing an individual link to upload documentation
to the IST for checking

 If you have any problems uploading documentation using the link provided, please
contact the IST at ISTPresessional@contacts.bham.ac.uk

 Students should check their University email regularly to ensure that no updates from
the IST is missed

 A Canvas page has been set up providing further information on the visa application 
process and documents required: 
https://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/42863

mailto:ISTPresessional@contacts.bham.ac.uk
https://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/42863


Submitting Documents to IST

 Due to the current restricted campus operations as a result of Covid-19, our staff are 
working remotely and we will therefore be reviewing visa documentation in batches. 

 We will initially be reviewing documentation provided by students who will be 
progressing onto an undergraduate programme.

 Please be patient with us during this challenging time as we work to ensure the highest 
level of service possible to all of our international students. 

 We will update you once we are in a position to review the next batch of documentation.



Applying for a Student Route visa –outside the 
UK
• The Student Route visa sits within the Points Based System (PBS).

• To apply for a Student Route visa you must have been offered a place 
to study at University of Birmingham and pass the points-based 
assessment and score 40 points when making a visa application:

30 points for a Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) from 
the University of Birmingham; and

10 points for documents showing the required finances(tuition 
fee and livings cost)



Overview: Documents required for visa application

Type of visa Student Route Visa

Documents required  Current passport
 Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS)
 University of Birmingham Offer Letter for main programme of study
 Evidence of financial support. See specific money requirements.
 TB test results if applicable. Please see here for more info.
 Proof of parental consent and proof of relationship with your parents if you are 18 years old or 

under.
 Academic qualifications that are listed on your CAS.
 Certified translations of any documents that are not in English.
 Course acceptance letter.
 ATAS if applicable.
 Any further information as detailed on website below.

You must ensure you hold original copies of any documents. Photocopies or scanned copies are not 
acceptable to UKVI.

Dependents allowed Yes. Please see here for more information.

Fees Currently £348. Please click here to check fees
Further information https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/visas/moneystudent.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa
https://www.gov.uk/certifying-a-document
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-out-if-you-require-an-atas-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/family-members
https://www.gov.uk/visa-fees
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa




University of Birmingham Offer Letter



Proof of sufficient funds

You will need to show evidence of funds to cover the following:

 Tuition fees (as stated in your Offer Letter)

 Living costs of £9,135 (£1,015 for each month of your course,
up to a maximum of 9 months)

 Living costs for dependents (if applicable) of £6,120 (£680 for
each month of your immigration permission, up to a
maximum of 9 months)

e.g. undergraduate course fee of £21,360.00 PLUS Living Costs 
£9,135.00 (for a course which is longer than 9 months in 
duration)

TOTAL £30,495.00



Proof of sufficient funds

 You can use your own bank account, your parents’ bank account or a joint bank account you hold with your
parents or spouse/partner

 You can use two bank accounts to show the total required funds, however we advise having the money in
one account if possible

 You may use an overseas or UK bank account

 You cannot use a business bank account

 All funds must be in the form of cash funds (you cannot use stocks, shares, bonds, overdrafts, credit cards or
pension funds)

 Certificates of deposit are only acceptable if they do not indicate that funds are frozen

 The total funds required (tuition fee and living costs) must be in your account for 28 consecutive days

 The total funds showing in your bank account must never drop below the required amount during the 28
consecutive days

 On the day of your visa application, the bank statement you are using as evidence of funds must be less than
one month old

 Your bank statement must show the account number, bank name and bank logo



Using a Bank Statement as proof of funds
To meet the Student Route visa requirements, your bank 
statement must include the following:

• the bank logo
• an official bank stamp 
• the account number 
• account holder’s name 
• the amount of funds 

The money must be in the account for a period of at least 28 
consecutive days. 
The money (tuition fee and living costs) MUST never go 
below the required amount during this period.

Must be cash funds only - no stocks or shares, no overdraft 
facility or credit card.

Using your parents Bank Statement?
If you are using your parents bank statement then you will 
also need to provide the following documentation:
• Letter of consent from your parent
• Evidence of relationship such as a birth certificate

Date must be no 
more than 31 days 
before application 
submitted

Bank name and 
logo

Official bank stamp

Account holder 
name and 
address

Sort code and 
account 
number

Amount of funds

Funds must be 
held for a 
continuous 
period of 28 
days between 
the date of the 
deposit and 
the date of the 
bank 
statement 
bring printed.

Proof of sufficient funds



Using a Certificate of Deposit as proof of funds
To meet the Student Route visa requirements your certificate of 
deposit much include the following:

• the bank logo 
• an official bank stamp 
• the account number 
• account holder’s name 
• the amount of funds 

The money must be in the account for a period of at least 28 
consecutive days. For a certificate of deposit this is between the 
date of the deposit (of funds) and the date your certificate is 
issued.

The money (tuition fee and living costs) MUST never go below 
the required amount during this period.

Using your parents certificate of Deposit?
If you are using your parents bank statement then you will also 
need to provide the following documentation:
• Letter of consent from your parent
• Evidence of relationship such as a birth certificate

The date the certificate of 
deposit is issued

Name and Logo of 
Bank

An Official Bank Stamp

The date funds  
deposited

Account Number

Your name or the of your 
parent/legal guardian

Funds must be held for a 
continuous period of 28 
days between the date of 
the deposit and the date of 
issue of the certificate.

Proof of sufficient funds



Using an Official Sponsorship Letter as proof of 
funds

Who can be a sponsor

You can receive official financial sponsorship from:

A government;
The British Council;
Any International Organisation;
An International Company;
A University or Independent School

If you are in receipt of official sponsorship, you have a
sponsorship letter from your sponsor, confirming their
consent for you to stay in the UK.
If you were sponsored in the last 12 months and that
sponsorship has now ended, you will also need to
provide evidence of this.

Further guidance and information:

• https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/visas

/moneystudent.aspx

 

Proof of sufficient funds

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/visas/moneystudent.aspx


Academic Qualifications



Academic Qualifications



Academic Qualifications



Academic Qualifications



Translation Requirements (outside the UK)

If a document is not in English the document must be 
accompanied by a full translation that can be 
independently verified by UKVI. 

The translation MUST contain:

• Confirmation that the translation is an accurate 
translation of the original document

• The date of the translation.
• The full name and signature of the translator or of 

an authorised official of the translation company.
• The contact details of the translator or translation 

company.
• The translation must be verifiable by the Home 

Office.

Date of translation

Full name and 
signature of the 
translator, or an 
authorised official 
of the translation 
company

Translation 
Company’s 
credentials 
and contact 
details

Confirmation that 
this is an accurate 
translation of the 
original document



Academic Technology 
Approval Scheme (ATAS)

 Certain qualifications (such as engineering or 
physical science courses) require ATAS clearance

 Any requirement for ATAS will be specified in the 
Offer Letter for your main programme of study

 You are able to apply for ATAS up to 6 months 
before your visa extension application

 Applications should be submitted online to the 
Foreign and Commonwealth (FCO) Office 
(https://www.academic-technology-
approval.service.gov.uk/) 

 The application should take no longer than 30 
minutes to complete and you will not need to 
provide any original documents

 Once approved, your certificate will be emailed to 
you. If you do not receive a response within 20 
working days, you can contact the FCO at 
atas@fco.gov.uk

https://www.academic-technology-approval.service.gov.uk/
mailto:atas@fco.gov.uk


Letter of Parental Consent 
(For students under 18 years old)



TB Certificate

You are able to 
check online 
whether you 
will require a 
TB Certificate: 
https://www.g
ov.uk/tb-test-
visa

https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa


Immigration Health Surcharge 
(IHS)

 This is a fee you are required to pay to use the National Health Service (NHS) 
facilities during your time in the UK.

 The IHS is an integrated part of your Student Route visa application.

 The IHS cost is £300 per year or £150 if you will be staying less than 6 months.

 The amount you pay is calculated by the length of leave you are granted by the 
Home Office, not the length of your course

https://www.gov.uk/healthcare-immigration-application/how-much-pay


Low Risk Nationals

• If you are a national from a low risk country and you are applying for your visa, 
you do not have to provide certain documents with your application such as your 
academic qualifications or bank statements.

• You have keep these documents to hand in case the UKVI request to see them at 
any time during the visa application process.

 The UK Home Office may however ask for evidence of qualifications and 
sufficient funds at any time. 

Argentina Chile Malaysia South Korea

Australia China The Maldives Thailand

Bahrain China Mexico Trinidad and Tobago

Barbados The Dominican Republic New Zealand United Arab Emirates

Brunei Indonesia Qatar United States of America

Cambodia Japan Serbia

Canada Kuwait Singapore



Alternative Collection Location
(ACL Code)
• When making your Student Route visa application online, please remember to 

enter the University of Birmingham's ACL code into the Alternative Location field.

• The University of Birmingham's ACL code is 2HE322.

• We strongly encourage you to use this code, so that you do not have to wait in 
long queues at the post office. You can also use this ACL code 2HE322 if you wish 
to have your dependents BRPs delivered to the University of Birmingham.

• If you have selected to have your BRP (and your dependents BRPs if applicable) 
delivered to the University of Birmingham. You will be issued with an 
appointment to collect your BRP.  You will need to bring the following documents 
to your designated appointment:

UKVI decision letter vignette page 

Passport bio page and visa



Visa Application Fee

The current fee for submitting a Student Route visa application is £348, paid as an
equivalent in your local or alternative currency.

Some Visa Application Centres (VACs) charge an additional 'User pays fee' of £55
and this is to allow smaller VACs to remain open. If you do not wish to pay this
additional fee then you should attend a different VAC, if possible.

Some VACs also offer a whole host of other services for an additional cost. For
example, in some countries it is possible to pay an additional 'priority fee' of £212
or in some cases an additional 'super priority fee' of £956 to have your application
processed more quickly.



Tier 4 (General)Visa Application Process

Visits 

GOV.UK to 

begin 

application 

process

Apply online + 

pay 

IHS/Application 

Fee +book 

appointment at 

VAC

Attend UK Visa 

Application centre 

(VAC) with visa 

documents

Identity

Checked
Biometrics

collected

Leave VAC and 

await decision Submit visa 

documents

Credibility interview (at the discretion of the UKVI)

***Application Timings- Make Student Route visa application up to three months before the start 
date of your course.

http://www.youthforce.co.uk/new-law-will-end-outdated-snobbery-towards-apprenticeships/gov-uk-logo/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiLgYjrhu_SAhVsK8AKHRqpDFEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.iconfinder.com/icons/22919/laptop_icon&psig=AFQjCNG80F20toB_JMgaIaGpe0MDgrGQ1w&ust=1490441880852064
https://developer.orange.com/apis/discover-check-id-sp


Credibility Interviews

• The UKVI may send you a request via email to attend an interview as 
part of the application process.

• If you do not attend the interview without providing a reasonable 
explanation the application is likely to be refused.

What do the credibility interviews cover?

• Asked questions about your immigration history, the studies you are 
planning to undertake in the UK, background, why you chose the 
University of Birmingham and your course, how you intend to fund 
your studies in the UK and also how this fits into your career 
aspirations.



Visa Granted
You will be notified if your application has been accepted or 
refused by email or post to your home address. 

My visa has been granted
It is only at this point that you should make your travel plans 
to the UK.

Student Route Visa
Students who have applied for a Student Route visa will 
receive:

• A decision letter from UK Visa & Immigration (UKVI), which 
will confirm your visa has been granted, the start and end 
date of the visa and details about how to collect your 
Biometric Residence Permit (BRP).  Please keep this letter 
with your passport as you will need it.

• A vignette (a yellow visa sticker) will be in your passport and 
it is valid for 30 or 90 days during which time you must 
travel to the UK and on arrival you must collect your BRP
card which will show you have valid leave for the full period 
you were granted – it is very important that you do this 
quickly as the BRP contains your full visa permissions for 
your stay in the UK.  

https://www.gov.uk/biometric-residence-permits


What happens if my visa application is refused?

If your visa has been refused, you MUST tell us as quickly as possible by 
sending us a scanned copy of all the pages of your Refusal Notice 
together with scanned copies of all of the supporting documentation 
submitted with your application to: visarefusals@contacts.bham.ac.uk.
Once we receive this information we will advise you further. 

Important Information: If your visa is refused, you will require a new 
CAS before you can make a fresh visa application.  You must not use 
your previous CAS number to make a new visa application.  If you do, 
your visa application will be refused.

mailto:visarefusals@contacts.bham.ac.uk


What happened if I am unable to travel to the 
UK within the Vignette validity period?
• The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many difficulties for those who 

are currently overseas and have already been issued with a entry 
clearance vignette, but who are currently restricted from travelling to 
the UK due to worldwide border, travel and public health restrictions.

• The UK Government have confirmed that if your vignette to travel to 
the UK for work, study or join a family member has expired or is 
about to expire, you can request a replacement vignette with revised 
validity dates.

• Further details can be found at the Gov.UK Covid-19 advice page.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/892783/Tier_4_Guidance_-_Covid-19_response_200616.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-uk-visa-applicants-and-temporary-uk-residents


How to make a successful 
application          
Start preparing as soon as possible e.g. by requesting necessary 

documents from your home country now.

If you think that a document may not meet the necessary 
requirements, get a new one rather than risking it.

When completing your online application read each question 
carefully.

Photocopy all documents for your own records.



What happens next?

Upload copies of all required documents via the link sent to you in 
your personalised email from the IST.

 The IST will check all of the documents you have provided and advise 
accordingly.

 Please check your University email inbox regularly for information 
from IST.

Once all of your documents have been approved and you have 
completed your Pre-Sessional English course, you will be able to 
submit your visa application.



 Due to the current restricted campus operations as a result of Covid-
19, our staff are working remotely and we will therefore be reviewing 
visa documentation in batches. 

We will initially be reviewing documentation provided by students 
who will be progressing onto an undergraduate programme.

 Please be patient with us during this challenging time as we work to 
ensure the highest level of service possible to all of our international 
students. 

We will update you once we are in a position to review the next batch 
of documentation.



Contact International Student Team (IST)

• If you have any problems uploading documentation using the link 
provided, please contact the IST at 

ISTPresessional@contacts.bham.ac.uk

The above email address can also be used for any type of immigration 
query/questions you have.

mailto:ISTPresessional@contacts.bham.ac.uk

